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STATEMENTS, frc. 



Of all the evil practices which disgrace the professors of 
the Christian name, there is not one that is marked by- 
greater acts of injustice and cruelty than the African 
Slave-trade. ' A calm reflection on the contents of the 
following pages will, it is believed, bring this conviction 
upon the mind of every impartial reader. And such an 
attention to these statements is the more readily asked, 
because the publishers are conscious that they have no 
political or commercial ends whatever to answer, in 
printing this pamphlet. They have no wish to irritate 
the feelings of any one : their motive is Christian love ; 
and by making use of some of those documents within 
their reach, to excite the compassion of others. They 
are anxious to awaken the feelings of their fellow-pro- 
fessors of Christianity in the various nations of Europe, 
and particularly of those who are the inhabitants of the 
countries most deeply implicated in this dreadful trade. 
And they would avail themselves of this opportunity to 
express their satisfaction, that the attention of their own 
countrymen is at length turned to the present state of 
slavery in the British West India Islands. They enter- 
taining the cheering hope, that this great work will be 
pursued with prudence and perseverance, until all these 
our fellow-subjects are placed in a situation fully to ap- 
preciate and to enjoy the blessing of liberty ; until they 
are raised from their present degraded rank in society 5 
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and treated by the British government with that 
kindness and justice, to which, as children of the one 
Almighty Parent of the Universe, they are entitled. 



The following extract from an Address written by Thomas 
Clarkson, the unwearied advocate for the natives of Africa, and pre- 
sented to the Sovereigns of Europe and their Representatives, when 
met at Aix la Chapelle, in 1818, contains information deeply inte- 
resting to all the friends of humanity. 

" In the year 1807, Great Britain and the United States of America 
passed laws entirely prohibiting the trade, in all its branches, to their 
respective subjects ; and in 1810, Portugal consented to prescribe 
local limits to her share of it, in that part of the African Continent 
which lies to the north of the Equator. 

" These important measures, being aided at that time by the right 
of visitation, which the existing state of war conferred on the belli- 
gerent nations, produced a very considerable effect. A partial ces- 
sation of the Slave-trade took place, along a large portion of the 
African Coast ; and on that part of it which extends from Senegal 
to the Gold Coast, few traces of this odious traffic remained. 

This interval of local rest from the ravages of the Slave- 
trade, short as it unhappily' was, served abundantly to confirm 
the anticipations of wise and good men. The Western shores of 
Northern Africa were already beginning to exhibit a new and more 
cheering aspect. The pursuits of peaceful industry, and the arts of 
civilized life, joined to the diffusion of religious knowledge, were, 
slowly indeed, but progressively, repairing the desolating and barba- 
rizing mischiefs of the Slave-trade; when the scene was suddenly 
changed. 

" No sooner was peace proclaimed, than the traders in human 
-• blood hastened from various quarters to. the African shores, and, 
with a cupidity sharpened by past restraint, renewed their former 
crimes. 

" Among the rest, the slave-merchants of France, who had been 
excluded for upwards of twenty years, from any direct participation 
in this murderous traffic, now eagerly resumed it ; and to this very 
hour, they continue openly to carry it on, notwithstanding the 
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solemn renunciation of it by their own government, in 1815, and 
the prohibitory French laws which have since been passed to restrain 
them. 

" The revival and progress of the French Slave-trade have in one 
respect been peculiarly opprobrious, and attended with aggravated 
cruelty and mischief. 

" During the ten years which preceded the restoration of Senegal 
and Goree to France, no part of the African coast, Sierra Leone ex- 
cepted, had enjoyed so entire an exemption from the miseries pro- 
duced by the Slave-trade as those settlements, and the country in 
their vicinage. 

" The suppression of the traffic was there nearly complete ; and, 
in consequence, a striking increase of population and- of agriculture 
in the surrounding districts, with a proportionate improvement in 
other respects, gave a dawn of rising prosperity and happiness, 
highly exhilarating to every benevolent mind. 

" It was in the month of January, 1817, that these interesting 
settlements were restored to France; and melancholy indeed have 
been the effects : no sooner was the transfer completed, than, in 
defiance of the declarations by which the king of France had pro- 
hibited the Slave-trade to his subjects, that trade was instantly re- 
newed and extended in all directions. The ordinary excitements to 
the native chiefs, have produced more than the ordinary horrors. In 
the short space of a single year, after the change of flags, the 
adjoining countries, though previously flourishing in peace and 
abundance, exhibited but one frightful spectacle of misery and de- 
vastation. How indeed could it be otherwise, when we contemplate 
the means employed ! Bands of plunderers went forth on every 
side. Towns and villages were surrounded in the night, and set on 
fire. Their miserable inhabitants, flying to escape the flames, either 
met death, in a hopeless resistance to the assailants, or were seized, 
carried away, and sold into interminable slavery and exile. ' By day, 
the peaceful labourers in the field met the same fate. Ruffians ap- 
proached them by stealth, seized, gagged, and bound them, and led 
them away to the ships. Others were dragged before the barbarous 
tribunals of the country, and accused of pretended or impossible 
crimes, that they and their families might be enslaved and trans- 
ported, under colour of public justice. —No sooner do these settle- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



6 

merits revert to her dominion, than the work of rapine, and carnage, 
and desolation commences; every opening prospect of improvement 
is crushed ; thousands of miserable captives, of every age and sex, 
are crowded into the pestilential holds of slave-ships, and subjected 
to the' Well-known horrors of the middle passage, in order to be 
transported to the French colonies in the West Indies. There, such 
of them as may survive, are doomed to pass their lives in severe and 
unremitting labour, exacted from them by the merciless lash of the 
. cart-whip in the hands of a driver. 

" But let it not be supposed, that it has been by Frenchmen alone, 
that this dreadful scourge has been inflicted upon Africa. Traders 
of other nations, assuming the flag which best suited their nefarious 
purposes, have crowded the shores of Africa, and filled their ships 
with the wretched victims of the crimes which they excited. Not 
only have the Portuguese and Spaniards been extensively engaged 
in these enterprizes, but citizens of the United States, of Holland, 
and of Great Britain also, disguising themselves under the flag of 
some other country, have deeply participated in this work of de- 
struction. It would, admit of proof, that probably at no period of 
the existence of this opprobrious traffic, has Africa suffered more 
intensely from its ravages, than during a part of the time which has 
elapsed since the re-establishment of the peace of the civilized 
world. The bad men of all other countries appear to have combined 
to blast the improvement and happiness of Africa, and to have joined 
in a malignant conspiracy to frustrate all the merciful purposes of 
their sovereigns towards that ill-fated cpjarter of the globe." 

In support of these assertions, the following authentic extracts of 
letters, &c. are adduced, as contrasting the state of one portion of 
the shores of Africa where the Slave-trade prevails, with its con- 
dition when this pest of the human race was not spreading its direful 
influence. The succeeding cases are brought forward to show the 
sufferings to which this trade in human life subjects its wretched 
victims. 
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Extract of a Letter from Sir Charles Mac Carihij, 
Governor of Sierra Leone, dated " %9th March, 
1818." 

" The renewal of such traffic at and near these settlements, is the 
more to be lamented, as the people lived happy, and would have been 
secure from every danger, if Darnel could have been prevailed upon 
to give up his connexion with the Moors, a policy, which was so 
evidently for his own advantage, that I entertained the most sanguine 
hopes of being one day able to persuade him to adopt it. The 
JalofFs had made some progress in civilization, while these colonies 
were in our possession ; confidence was so far established, that a free 
man or slave would travel alone, the whole distance between Senegal 
and Goree, 84 miles along the sea-shore, hot a house or village 
nearer the sea than one or two miles the whole distance. The treat- 
ment of the inhabitants towards their male and female domestics, 
was so very kind and humane, as to banish every idea of slavery. 
Men slaves were intrusted with the command of their masters' ves- . 
sels, for the voyages up the river to trade for gum or wax ; the 
whole crew composed of men of the same description. They would 
of course be furnished with considerable property for the expedition, 
and for the voyage to Ealam : and, during the whole of my residence 
at Senegal, I have not heard of one solitary instance of those head 
domestics betraying the interest of their master, and scarcely of any 
slave deserting. The conduct of the Signara's (that name is given 
to the women of colour, or principal free black women,) was equally 
kind and friendly ; indeed the whole appeared to be one family. 
Many males and females, whose parents had been, emancipated, re- 
mained in the family of their former masters, and lived like their 
children. Slaves were daily made free, as a reward of their good 
conduct; and there is every reason to suppose, that under a paternal 
government, in a very few years the whole population would have 
been freed dejure, as they were de facto." 
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From a person residing at Senegal, to his corre- 
spondent at Paris, dated St. Louis, Senegal, 20th 
August, 1818. 

" There are in the river two other vessels, which have come out 
for the same purpose. No one in the town is ignorant, that there are 
here 600 wretched creatures shut up in the slave-yards, and doomed 
to be transported to America by the first opportunity. Of these, 
150 belong to a house at Nantes. The delay which has occurred, 
causing a serious expence, they receive only what is sufficient to 
keep them alive ; and they are made to go out for a short space of 
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Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman at Senegal, to 
one of the Directors of the African Institution, dated 
March 19, 1818. 

" The distress in the neighbouring villages I stated to you in 
my last, and the news of this renewed traffic is spreading rapidly 
over the country. Darnel, one of the most powerful kings 
m "this part of Africa, lately came to the vicinity of the 
settlement, and held several conferences with the Slave-traders, as if 
to ascertain the accuracy of the information he had obtained ; and 
immediately commenced burning and pillaging a number of his own 
villages, under circumstances of the most shocking atrocity: and of 
his own subjects, whole families were dragged to the banks of the 
river, where they were sold, and thus separated from their friends, 
homes, and country, for ever. His booty on this occasion furnished 
the cargoes of two vessels which passed the bar on the 11th of 
February. 

" From the Moors they still continue to obtain a great number of 
captives ; and, among.them, this renewal of the traffic has given rise 
to disputes and wars, unprecedented of late years ; and it is re- 
ported here, that large caravans of slaves have been collected in the 
interior, and are now on their way towards this place, where they are 
daily expected.'' 
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time in the morning and evening, loaded with irons, to breathe the 
fresh air of which they stand in need. Parties of these unhappy 
persons are to be seen in the streets ; and I have myself encountered 
several; dragging themselves along with difficulty, being restrained 
by their fetters, which prevented them from advancing more than a 
few inches at a time. I have seen more than one, thus chained in 
the open day, in the court-yard of some public functionaries. If 
you knew all the infamous transactions, or rather all the crimes, 
which the thirst of gold produces in this country, you would scarcely 
credit such atrocities. White men, officers of the government, have 
been seen causing the blacks to be hunted even in the streets of 
St. Louis ; that is to say, causing blacks, either slave or free, to be 
seized and carried off to the Coast, where a ship was in waiting for 
them. In one instance, a black having been kidnapped in this 
manner, the next day his mother hastened to offer a sum of money 
for his liberation. The honest white took the money, and two days 
after, both mother and son were shipped off for America. The lat- 
ter, indignant at the outrage, stabbed himself, saying : ' Thou white 
man, devourer of blacks, I cannot revenge myself upon thee, but 
by depriving thee of my person.' This transaction has occurred 
subsequently to the abolition of the Slave-trade." 



Extract from Observations on the Slave-trade, by the 
Abbe, Giuclicelly, formerly resident at Senegal and 
Goree. Printed at Paris in 1820. 

" The following, Sir, are a few particulars of the massacre at the 
village of Diarnan. The desire of obtaining information led me to 
the house of a native, a neighbour of mine, who had bought a wo- 
man of twenty years of age, that had been lately captured. I learned 
from her, that not being able to flee, in consequence of wounds on 
her feet, she had been made a slave by the Moors ; that her husband 
had been out hunting for eight days, her eldest daughter had been 
rescued by her grandmother; that her father had died in the defence 
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of the village ; and that the Moors at the time of capturing her, had 
stabbed her' infant of five months old, which she had in her arms. 

" This poor woman was much distressed at my inquiries, and it was - 
with difficulty that I prevailed on her to accept of some little relief. 
I was obliged to tell her repeatedly, but perhaps without convincing 
her, that all white people were, not like those who had treated her 
with so-much barbarity; and that the greater part of them detested 
such horrid cruelty. ' Why, then,' she inquired, with much ear- 
nestness, bursting into tears, ' why then do they not prevent it V 

" The destruction of the village of Diaman was the signal of the 
most dreadful atrocities, such as I should not have dared to suspect 
that even cannibals could be guilty of. On the Senegal, in the streets 
of the colony, as well as in the surrounding country, every black who 
was a stranger and unprotected, was arrested, sold, and carried on 
board a ship. How often has my ear been assailed by the cries of 
these poor wretches, when, in the night, they were struggling against 
their persecutors. 

" In the beginning of the year 1818, king Darnel encamped with 
about three thousand men, cavalry and infantry, and one thousand 
Moors, at the village of Gandiol, about three leagues from St. Louis. 
I went to see this barbarian, who for six months had been travelling 
to the different parts of his kingdom, carrying desolation, fire, and 
slaughter. To whom has he sold his subjects, whom he has enslaved 
by thousands? They have all been sent away to America, from the 
Senegal or Goree." 



Extracts from Accounts of Vessels that have been 
captured or visited. 

[The cases of the Rodeur and the Jeune Estelle are not reprinted 
in this selection ; because, as it is supposed, the dreadful circum- 
stances of these cases are generally known. Who can have read, 
without feelings of horror, the details in the narrative of the Rodeur, 
of some of the slaves jumping into the sea when brought upon deck to 
take the air 1 and of others who, when the vessel entered the port of 
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Guadaloupe, were thrown overboard, because tliey were incurably 
blind, from a disease which had spread in the vessel during the 
voyage ? 

The description of the Jeune Estelle, and of the slaves who were 
confined in casks to conceal them from the vigilance of the cruisers, 
some of which were thrown into the sea to escape detection, is alike 
calculated to exhibit the cruelties of the middle passage.] 



I. The St. Joaquim, a Portuguese Slave-vessel, cap- 
tured by the Cumberland, and taken to the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

AFFIDAVIT OF THE PRIZE-MASTER: 

" Appeared personally, James Eicke, a Lieutenant in his Majesty's 
navy, and belonging to his Majesty's ship Cumberland ; who 
made oath as follows :" — 

" That upon the 15th day of February last (1815) he went on 
board the St. Joaquim as prize-master, and continued on board her 
for some days after her arrival in Simon's Bay, Cape of Good Hope, 
which was on the 1 9th day of the said month. That he remained on 
board until the slaves, the cargo of the said vessel, were landed, by 
virtue of a decree from this Honourable Court, and was actually su- 
perintending and assisting in their disembarkation. That when he 
first went on board, he was informed that the said vessel had left 
Mozambique only twenty-two days, at which time every person on 
board was in good health ; and that thirteen of the Slaves had died 
during that period. He says, that between the capture and their 
arrival in Simon's Bay, the survivors were all of them sickly and 
weak, and nearly one hundred of them afflicted with the flux; that 
medical aid was afforded to those who required it. He says, that the 
brig appears to have been bpilt for a privateer, and for fast sailing, 
not for stowage ; that the slaves were all stowed together perfectly 
naked; and nothing but rough, unplaned planks to crouch down 
upon, in a hold situated over their water and provisions, the place 
being little more than two feet in height, and the space allowed for 
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each Slave being so small, that it was impossible for them to avoid 
touching and pressing upon those immediately surrounding. The 
greater part of them were fastened., some three together, by one leg, 
each in heavy iron shackles ; a very large proportion of them having 
the flux. That they were compelled to perform their natural eva- 
cuations under these dreadful circumstances, without being able to 
move ; and to remain amidst their own excrement, which could not 
be cleared away, until the said slaves were all disembarked. That 
between the nineteenth and twenty-fourth day of their being landed, 
thirteen more died, notwithstanding good provisions, medical aid, 
and kind treatment ; and thirty more died between the 24th of Fe- 
bruary and the 16th instant ; all occasioned, as he in his conscience 
verily believes, and is firmly persuaded, by the cruel and inhuman 
treatment of the Portuguese owners. That more than one hundred 
of them were at the time of their landing just like skeletons covered 
with skin and moving by slow machinery, hardly maintaining the 
appearance of animated human beings. That the remainder were 
all of them enervated, and in a sickly state. He says, that the pilot, 
upon-being asked by Captain Baker how many he supposed would 
have reached their place of destination alive, replied, about half the 
number that were embarked. That from the time of seizure until 
the said slaves were landed, the Portuguese owners fed and attended 
them, giving them two meals each day ; one at seven in the morn- 
ing, the other at five in the evening ; but never allowed to each per- 
son more than half a pint of water at each meal. He lastly says, 
that he never saw bride beasts treated with such cruelty as the slaves 
on board the St. Joaquim were treated by the aforesaid owners.* " 



II. Case of the Eleonora, a Slave-vessel under French 

colours. 

" In the month of August, 1816, Captain Curran, of his Majesty's 
ship Tyne, was requested by Governor Farqubar to visit the coast of 
Madagascar, in order to detect any attempts which might be making 

* Twelfth Report of the African Institution, 1818, page 20. 
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to carry on the Slave-trade. The Captain, with the utmost promp- 
titude, complied with this request ; and in the afternoon of the day 
of his departure, fell in with, and captured at sea, the English 
schooner Gustave, belonging to port Louis, bound from Madagas- 
car to the Isle of France, with sixty-four slaves on board. 

" Proceeding to Madagascar, Captain Curran visited the ports of 
Manivoul, Foul-point, and Tamatave, which are the three principal 
resorts of the Slave-dealers in that island; and at the last place he 
seized, and afterwards brought into Port Louis, three schooners, 
called the Alligator, Petite Amie, and Eloise, on board of which 
were found powers of attorney to procure slaves through the agency 
of a great Slave- dealer at Tamatave.^ They were all three fitted up 
precisely in the same manner as the Gustave, for the reception of 
slaves. 

" The four vessels above mentioned were seized under English 
colours; but Captain Curran afterwards detained a Slave-vessel 
under French colours, called L'Eleonore, belonging to St. Denis, in 
the island of Bourbon, from Tamatave, with one hundred and thirty- 
seven Slaves on board, bound to the Isle of France. In giving an 
account of the capture of this vessel to Governor Farquhar, Captain 
Curran uses the following expressions : — 

" ' To us, Sir, who have, witnessed their crowded state, it is a mat- 
ter of surprise that such a number could have existed even so long, 
respiring a most suffocating and impure atmosphere in the hold of 
a small vessel, in which so many were heaped together. As soon as 
day-light rendered objects discernible, a considerable number of 
those wretched beings were observed thronged together in a compact 
mass upon the centre of the vessel's deck ; from the impossibility, 
I presume, of cramming any more of them below. Upon their re- 
moval to the Tyne, they were many of them in a state of extreme 
debility and emaciation; but I trust, under the humane attention of 
the surgeon of this ship, will soon recover. 

" ' The transshipping this cargo of human wretchedness, I could, 
Sir, cordially have wished had been witnessed by the philanthropic 
founders of the Institution in England, for carrying into effect the 
Acts of Abolition; and by those who have conferred so much ho- 
nour on themselves, and upon the nation, by their perseverance 
through every obstacle, until they carried that measure: once at 
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least they could not fail to have enjoyed the solid reward of then- 
labours.' 

" The Eleonore had made an attempt before this voyage to take a 
cargo of slaves to the Isle of France, but was driven back, by stress 
of weather, to Madagascar. The sufferings of the slaves, even in 
these short voyages, may be inferred from the following extract 
from the Log of the Eleonore : — 

" Fresh breezes and squally at four : the sea rising, put on the 
hatches. — A.M. More moderate ; took off the hatches ; found four 
of the slaves dead, being suffocated for want of air.' 

" Captain Curran says she had been only a few days out when 
beat back; but her log is full of those marks which denote the deaths 
of slaves.* " 



III. Case of the Nuova Felicidade, Portuguese Schooner. 
Extracted from the Letters of John B. Curran, act- 
ing Captain of the ship Tyne, to R. T. Farquhar, 

Governor of Mauritius. 

" Captain Kelly, of His Majesty's ship Pheasant, captured, on the 
30th July last, in lat. %° 23' North, Ion. 9° 50' East, a Portuguese 
schooner, called the Novo Felicidade, belonging to Prince's Island, 
having on board seventy-one Slaves, and a crew consisting of one 
master and ten sailors. This vessel measured only eleven tons! 

"She was carried by Captain Kelly to Sierra Leone for adjudica- 
tion, and his judicial declaration contains the following statement: — 

" ' I do further declare, that the state in which these unfortunate 
creatures were found, is shocking to every principle of humanity: 
seventeen men shackled together in pairs by the legs, and twenty 
boys, one on the other, in the main hold, a space measuring eighteen 
feet in length, seven feet eight inches main breadth, and one foot 
eight inches in height ; and under them the yams for their support. 

" ' One of these unfortunate creatures was in the last stage of dy- 

* Eleventh Report of the African Institution, page 6. 
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sentery, whose natural evacuations ran involuntarily from him 
amongst the yams, creating effluvia too shocking for. description. 

" ' The appearance of the slaves, when-released from their irons, 
was most distressing ; scarcely any of them could stand on their legs, 
from cramp and evident starvation. The space allowed for the fe- 
males, thirty-four in number, was even more contracted than that 
for the men, measuring only nine feet four inches in length, four feet 
eight inches main breadth, and two feet seven inches in height ; but 
not being confined in irons, and perhaps allowed during the day to 
come on deck, they did not present so distressing an appearance as 
the men.' 

" By the care and humane attention of Captain Kelly, his officers 
and crew, the lives of all these poor creatures were saved, except one, 
who died on -the passage to Sierra Leone." 






IV. Extract from the Papers relating to the Slave- 
trade, presented to both Houses of the British Par- 
liament by command of the Prince Regent, in 1819. 

" The slave-ships are now crowded to excess, and the- mortality is 
dreadful. The following are some of the instances which have 
come to our knowledge : — 

1. The Venus Havannera, under Spanish colours, of the burden 
of about 180 tons, carried off from the river Bonny 530 slaves. 
When captured on her passage to the Havannah, and carried into 
Tortola, the mortality was found to have amounted to 120. 

2. La Manella, a ship of the burden of 272 tons, sailed under the 
Spanish flag, and took on board in the river Bonny 642 slaves, The 
deaths on the passage to the West Indies, previous to her capture, 
amounted to 140. 

3. The Gertrudes, a ship sailing under the Spanish flag, took on 
board upwards of 600 Slaves. This ship was taken while yet on the 
African coast, and brought to Sierra Leone for adjudication. But 
notwithstanding the short time that had elapsed since the Slaves 

* Fourteenth .Report of the African Institution, 1820, page 11. 
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were taken on board, such was the dreadful state of crowding, that 
about 200 died before the ship was brought in, or within a short 
time after her arrival ; many, even of those who survived, were so 
much debilitated by their sufferings, as never to be likely to enjoy 
sound health. 

5. The Maria Primeira, a ship under Portuguese colours, took on 
board upwards of 500 slaves. This number was reduced to 403, in 
consequence of extreme crowding, before she was brought into Sierra 
Leone ; and nearly 100 more died soon after, in consequence of the 
diseases contracted on board. 

6. Portuguese brig, San Antonio, of 120 tons, took on board 
600 slaves. When captured, although she had only sailed 80 
leagues, SO Slaves had already died ; and many more were found to 
be in a dying state, and died soon after. The capturing officer took 
150 of the slaves on board his own ship, to prevent the almost uni- 
versal mortality he apprehended. When he first went on board the 
Slave-ship, he found a dead body, in a state of absolute putridity, 
lying among the sick. 

7. The Spanish ship Carlos, under . 200 tons burden, took on 
board 512 Negroes, in addition to a crew consisting of 84. About 
80 Slaves had died previous to her capture, and the rest were in a 
most deplorable state. Many more instances might be added ; but 
these may be considered as exhibiting the ordinary rate of mortality 
on board the ships engaged in the illicit Slave-trade. 



V. Extract from the Sierra Leone Gazette, dated 12th 
January, 1822. 



" The schooner 



, Don Morales master, arrived in the 

Rio Pongos during the month of August last, where she took on 
board 260 Slaves, and sailed in the beginning of September for the 
Havannah. Our informant states, that the master (Morales,) when 
trading for his cargo, exhibited many instances of a ferocity of cha- 
racter towards his slaves ; but it appears that after leaving the river 
his cruelty had its full scope. The number of slaves on board being 
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quite disproportionate to the stowage of the schooner, he was obliged 
from the first to issue short rations of water and rice, in consequence 
of which some discontent was manifested by the slaves. Morales, 
deaf to their wants, by way of punishment, kept them all below for 
three days without food of any kind ; and, with a barbarity unpa- 
ralleled, except amongst Slave-dealers, discharged all the fire-arms 
in his vessel into the hold upon the poor victims, bound down and 
fastened to each other with chains. Some of the sailors presumed 
to interfere ; but this barbarian silenced their clamour, by cutting off 
the head of the most forward with his sabre. He then made sail 
again for the Rio Porigas, where, with the assistance of the slave- 
factors, he got every thing put to rights, took in slaves to supply the 
number killed, arid again sailed for the Havannah. 

" The above facts are from the mouth of Morales himself; and 
we feel it unnecessary to offer any further comrrients upon them." 



VI. Case of some Vessels employed in the Slave-trade, 
captured in the river Bonny. " 

" The Vigilante, from Nantes, a brig of 240 tons burden, which 
had on board, at the time it was taken, 345 slaves, was captured by 
Lieutenant Mildmay, in the river Bonny; in the spring of 1822. It 
was manned by thirty, men, armed with four twelve pounders, which 
were brought over -on one side before the attack. The circum- 
stances of the case are thus stated: Sir Robert Mends was com- 
mander of a squadron off the coast of Africa, stationed there by the 
British government, "to prevent the infraction of the laws for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. He sent out Lieutenant Mildmay, with 
the boats belonging to his vessels, to reconnoitre in the river Bonny, 
a place notorious for the carrying on of this traffic. The boats having 
crossed the bar soon after day-light, about seven o'clock, six sail, 
(two schooners and four brigs,) were observed lying at anchor off 
the town of Bonny. When the boats were about four miles off, 
they displayed their colours ; and, as they advanced, the slave-ves- 
sels were seen moored across the stream, with springs on their 
cables, all armed, with apparently about 400 slaves on board, and 
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the crews fully prepared to resist any'attack that might be made 
upon them. The 'two schooners and three of the brigs opened a 
heavy fire of canister and grape-shot, and musketry, upon the 
English boats as they advanced. When the latter were near enough 
for their shots to take effect, the firing was returned. They ad- 
vanced, and in a short time took possession of all the vessels. 

" The other ships proved to be the Yeanam, a Spanish schooner 
from the Havannah, 30C tons, 380 slaves on board: the Vicua, a 
Spanish schooner from the Havannah, 180 tons, 325 slaves on board: 
the Petite Betsey, a French brig from Nantes, 184 tons, 218 slaves on 
board : the Ursule, a French brigantine from St. Pierre, Martinique, 
100 tons, 347 slaves on board : — all manned and armed in such a 
■way, as that they might fight desperately, if attacked. The Theo- 
dore, a French brig, had no slaves on board; but they were on 
shore, in readiness for embarkation. 

" Many of the slaves jumped overboard during the engagement, 
and were devoured by the sharks. On board the Yeanam, which 
made the most determined resistance, the slaves suffered much: 
there were four killed, and ten wounded. Of the ten wounded, 
three were females : one innocent girl about ten years of age, lost 
both her legs, another her right arm, and a third was shot in the 
side. Even after the Spanish sailors had resigned their vessel to the 
British seamen, a number of them skulked below, and arming the 
slaves with muskets, made them fire upwards upon the British. On 
board this ship, Lieutenant Mildmay observed a slave-girl, about 
twelve or thirteen years of age, in irons, to which was fastened a 
thick iron chain, ten feet in length, that was dragged along as she 
moved. He ordered the girl to be instantly released from this 
fetter; and that the captain, who had treated her so cruelly, should 
not be ignorant of the pain inflicted upon an unprotected and inno- 
cent child, the irons were ordered to be put on him. 

" The Spanish Schooner Vicua, when taken possession of, had a 
lighted match, hanging over the open magazine-hatch. The match 
was lighted and placed there by the crew, before they leaped over- 
board and swam for the shore : it was seen by one of the British 
seamen, who put his hat under the burning wick, and removed it. 
The magazine contained a large quantity of powder : one spark 
from the burning match would have blown up 325 unfortunate vie- 
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tims, ironed in the hold. These monsters in iniquity deeply regret- 
ted, after the action, the failure of their diabolical plan. 

' c Theslaves,atthe time of the capture of the vessel, were found, some 
lying on their backs, others sitting on the bottom of the ships. They 
were chained to each other by the arms and legs. Iron collars 
were round their necks. In addition to these provisions for 
confinement, they were fastened together by a long chain, which 
connected several of the collars, for their greater security in their 
dismal prison. Thumb-screws, to be used as instruments of tor- 
ture, were also found in the vessel. From their confinement and 
sufferings, they often injured themselves by beating ; and vented 
their grief upon such as were next them, by biting and tearing their 
flesh. Some of them were bound in cords, and many had their arms 
grievously lacerated. Upwards of 150 of the slaves died on their 
passage to Sierra Leone. The Spanish schooner from the Havan- 
nah was separated from the other vessels in a dreadful storm, as they 
were proceeding to this port. She was lost, and the 380 slaves 
perished! The vessels were taken to that port: those from Spain 
were left for adjudication by the Mixed Commission Court of 
Great Britain and Spain : those from France were sent to England, 
to be disposed of by the British government, which ordered them to 
sail to France, where they were condemned by the Tribunal Cor- 
reclionel of Nantes. The slaves were all liberated, and distributed in 
the colony of Sierra Leone, through the villages settled by other cap- 
tive negroes : here they have regained their freedom, and have the 
opportunity of being instructed in the arts of agriculture and mecha- 
nics *. " 






VII. Extract from the Report of Commodore Sir 
George Collier, dated December 27, 1821. 

" Nothing can more strongly mark the indifference the people 
who navigate the Slave-vessels of Spain and Portugal show to the 

* From "The Case of the Vigilante," compiled from " the Sierra Leone 
Gazette of May, 1822," and communications from Lieutenant Mildmay. 

B 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



<20 

miseries they inflict on the unfortunate Africans in their grasp, than 
die manner in which they crowd them on board their schooners. 

"In two small vessels, the one only 73 and the other about 160 
tons, captured nearly at the same time by the boats of the Tartar 
and Thistle, there were 700 Slaves. The height of between-decks 
of these vessels was less than three feet : the Slaves were all fettered 
in pairs, jammed (for so only can I speak when I describe their situ- 
ation) one within the feet of the other. Fever, dysentery, and all the 
train of horrible diseases common to the African climate (increased 
by filth so foul, and stench so offensive, as not to be imagined,) had 
attacked many of them; and the evident consequences to probably 
the greater part of the slaves, determined me to seek a remedy if 
possible. I consulted Mr. Patten, the surgeon of the Tartar, Mr. 
Clark, the assistant-surgeon, and Mr. Bennet, the assistant in the 
Thistle, as to a remedy, if one could be found: the result was a 
general inspection of the Slaves ; and every case of fever, dysentery, 
and other diseases, to the amount of nearly one hundred, was re- 
moved to the booms of the Tartar: and though there seemed, and 
assuredly was, extreme risk in doing so, yet, by the precautions 
taken, and by the active and indeed never-ceasing attention of those 
valuable medical officers, the only person attacked with fever in the 
Tartar was the surgeon's assistant, and he recovered. 

" Several of the Slaves died notwithstanding our best efforts ; and 
I am fully persuaded few of those captured would have lived, had I 
suffered those in fever to remain in the filthy and putrid dungeons of 
the Slave-vessels. 

" I will presume to add one other circumstance, that I ventured 
to order the shackles of every slave to be removed as soon after 
their capture as possible; when the alarm of the slave-masters be- 
came ridiculous, these men assuring me, that the life of no white 
person could be secure; but generally, so sensible were the poor 
beings who had been relieved of their improved situation, that by all 
the means they could express themselves, they showed the utmost 
gratitude and thankfulness. 

" I speak of these circumstances with no view to personal merit ; 
for I did what humanity, and therefore what my duty only required, 
and I am satisfied that every British officer on the coast of Africa 
would have done as much ; but I state them merely to shew how 
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frightful the situation of the slaves is when in charge of the Spanish 
and Portuguese slave masters and their crews, and with what mer- 
ciless indifference their miseries are viewed by these persons." 



VIII. 



Case of the Portuguese Schooner, San Jose 
Hallacca. 



" The Portuguese Schooner San Jose Hallacca, Prize to Lieute- 
nant Hagan of the Thistle, and condemned in the Mixed Court, 
affords a melancholy instance of the unfeeling and atrocious manner 
in which the Slave-trade is carried on to Leeward. This Schooner, 
or rather Schooner Boat, did not measure seven tons burthen, was 
only twenty-eight feet long, and the space over the water-casks, in 
which the miserable slaves in irons were stowed, was barely seven- 
teen inches in height! 

" From the information obtained by Lieut. Hagan in the river 
Calabar, and corroborated by the evidence taken in this colony, it 
appears that thirty Negroes were put on board this boat in the Cala- 
bar; that they were at sea nearly two months without being able to 
make Prince's Island, when they put back to Calabar with the loss of 
ten negroes literally starved and crushed to death* It was at this 
period the boats of the Thistle made the seizure, and rescued the re- 
maining twenty from the grasp of Duke Ephraim, in whose posses- 
sion they then were. The state to which these poor creatures were 
reduced when received on board the Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan de- 
scribes as most dreadful: the action of the irons on their arms and 
ancles, and the sores produced by the small casks on which they were 
stowed, added to their extreme state of emaciation and debility, pre- 
sented altogether such a spectacle of horror and- suffering humanity 
as that officer, long as he had been on this coast, never before wit- 
nessed. Six or eight of these victims of slave-dealing cupidity died 
on board the Thistle on the passage to this port ; the remainder 
were of course, placed in the hospitals, where we understand they 
are in a fair way of recovery.*" 

* Extracted from the Sierra Leone Gazette, dated August 31, 1823 
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IX. Case of the Santo Antonio de Lesboa, a Portu- 
guese Vessel. 

" The Santo Antonio de Lesboa, belonging to Bahia, sailed for 
the coast of Africa, having on board a royal passport, No. 13, 
for the Slave-trade, authorising her to go to the ports of " Molemba, 
and may call at St. Thomas's and Prince's Island," and to carry 
" two hundred and ninety-five slaves, being five heads for two 
tons." 

" Instead of Molemba, she finds her way to Porto Novo, where, 
it appears by her log, the doctor landed, and the cargo was un- 
shipped; and from which she never moved till she departed with her 
cargo of slaves. She was finally captured at sea, on the 8th of October, 
the day after she left Porto Novo, by His Majesty's shipBan, Captain 
Phillips, having on board three hundred and thirty-six slaves — 
forty-one more than she mas authorised by her passport to carry. 
Three hundred and thirty -six slaves in a vessel of 118 tons ! ! ! 

" It has been stated by the British Commissioners to His Majes- 
ty's government, that a system Of perjury is organized and practised 
among all those slave-dealers, which is generally discovered by their 
prevarications upon some plain and apparently indifferent collateral 
object of examination, upon which no arrangement or preparation 
has been thought necessary : some fact, or some document that can- 
not be overcome, is generally discovered ; and the plain narrative of 
the Negro prevails by the inherent force of truth. 

" The present instance afforded a dreadful proof of the correctness 
of their assertion, and that the evil which they found at the com- 
mencement of their labours was not abated. The slaves were taken 
fn at Porto Novo in lat. 3 deg. 45 min. North. Both the captain 
and doctor swore positively in their answers to the standing interro- 
gatories, that they were shipped at Molemba, in lat. 8 deg. South. 
In the answers to the special interrogatories, however, either the 
fears or the conscience of the master became awakened, and he con- 
fessed the slaves were only embarked the day before capture, and 
that the whole of the slaves in question were purchased in the 
Bight of Biafra, viz. at Porto Novo, and there embarked.' It is 
however, to be remarked, that he had been brought up a few days 
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before this confession was made, to be identified by two of his slaves, 
who swore" to their having been purchased by him and shipped on 
the coast of Dahomey ; and we fear, regard to truth bad very little 
weight with him, for he- swears in the same examination, that he 
never saw the Ban before capture, when her visit is recorded in his 
passport. 

" The doctor persevered in his perjury to the last : he swore he 
was left sick at Molemba, and had never joined the vessel again till 
the day she sailed. He was not aware of what the captain had con- 
fessed, and perhaps never thought of the log-book, and so was deter- 
mined to stick to his first story. The court were very severe in their 
remarks on the systematic gross perjury of the witnesses in all these 
slave cases, and expressed their determination, as far as in them lay, 
- to put it down. The vessel was condemned and the slaves emanci- 
pated, and tha master and doctor both committed to gaol*." 









X. Case of a Spanish Slave-vessel. 

" Inour last, we mentioned that a Spanish vessel under French 
colours was purchasing slaves at Shebar. With the deepest feelings 
of horror and pain, we now have to acquaint our readers, that we 
have since received information that her anchoring off Shebar has 
been followed by the usual scenes of blood, inseparable from such a 
criminal traffic. The natives who reside about forty miles in the 
interior, the Cossous, being anxious to open a communication with 
the salt water, in order to receive rum, powder, or muskets on easy 
terms, have accordingly moved down in large numbers, carrying 
fire and devastation with them. Eight villages have been burnt and 
destroyed: the peaceable inhabitants who did not perish in the fe- 
rocious attacks, have been made slaves ; and such as were fit for 
market, were bartered and sold to the European villain who com- 
mands the vessel t." 



• From the Sierra Leone Gazette, dated Dec. 28, 1822. 
+ From the Sierra Leone Gazette, October 11, 1823. 
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Some particulars respecting the Colony of Sierra 
Leone, fyc. 

Let us now for a while relieve ourselves from the distressing 
feelings which this picture of human wickedness must surely have 
called forth, by contemplating the situation of others of these" our 
fellow-men, when introduced to the enjoyments of domestic life. 
In this colony are upwards of 10,000 liberated Africans, rescued 
from the horrors of a slave- vessel. These are the very men who 
were seized with a view of their being subjected to an interminable, 
inhuman bondage; and it will be well for us to examine, in the fol- 
lowing extracts., the marks of their character and conduct, when they 
are treated as rational beings, and accustomed to the habits of civi- 
lized society. Most of them have been rescued from the horrors 
of a slave-vessel ; and on the appearance of some of these, the folr 
lowing striking remarks are made, in two letters from a visitor at 
the colony, written in the early part of the present year, 1824: 
"Oh! how do the abominations of the Slave-trade strike the heart, 
when we see here poor little emaciated creatures, little more than 
human skeletons, who, although they have been three months in 
the colony, and carefully nursed, have not yet recovered the effects 
of the inhuman bondage they had suffered in the slave-ships." 

" The superintendent of the Colonies says it is impossible for any 
but an eye-witness to conceive the wretched state in which the poor 
victims of slavery are brought in from the captured vessels ; and in- 
deed, in a school in this colony, which has been formed since the 
rest, chiefly from new importations of these poor little Slaves, it 
makes one's heart droop to see the impoverishment from sickness in 
which some of them still remain. When I pointed out the healthier 
looking girls, and asked where they came from, they were all found 
to be either the children of soldiers, or born in the colony. The 
great girls in the schools have to carry these poor sick children on 
their backs for a long time: many are six months before their 
strength can be restored, and many die. Dr. Ritchie told me in the 
Gambia^ that a person seeing them land here from the Slave vessels, 
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(he himself had resided here,) would pronounce at once from their 
state, that half of them could not live. I am told that the distress- 
ing sickness and weakness of the children who are thus brought in, 
is sometimes such that they do not wish to live, but desire only to 
die." 

Sierra Leone is situated on the south bank of the Sierra Leone 
river, in lat. 8 deg. 30 min. North. Free Town is the principal 
town, standing in St. George's bay, six miles from Cape Sierra 
Leone. There are several villages in different directions from 
Free Town, called Regent's, Gloucester, Wilberforce, Kissey, Wel- 
lington, Waterloo, Kent, York, Charlotte, Bathurst, and Leopold. 
The sea-breeze has free access, the mountains are high, and the 
river is navigable by the largest ships. 

The colony contains about seventeen thousand inhabitants. These 
are, the ..first settlers from England and Nova Scotia, Maroons 
from Jamaica, those who have been liberated from captured slave- 
ships, and a few hundreds from the adjacent tribes : all these are 
people of colour. To these may be added upwards of one hundred 
Europeans, who are civil and military officers, religious teachers, 
mechanics, and merchants. The colonists sustain most of the sub- 
ordinate offices. 

On the improving state of the colony, some pleasing information 
may be gained from the following extracts: 



'•4 



I. Extract from the papers relating to the Slave-trade, presented 
to both Houses of Parliament by order of the Prince Regent, 
Feb. 1819. 

" The general conduct of the liberated captives has been such as 
to merit the approbation and confidence of their governors ; and 
not a few have already so far improved their advantages, as to be 
capable of discharging such subordinate judicial functions as jurors, 
constables, &c. &c. 

" From the foundation of the colony, indeed, these functions have 
been almost exclusively discharged by Africans ; and Sierra Leone 
exhibits the important example of a community of Blacks livino- 
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as freemen, enjoying the benefits of the British constitution, main- 
taining themselves by the ordinary pursuits of commerce, agricul- 
ture, or some mechanical art, fulfilling their various social and civil 
relations by the means only of such sanctions as the administration 
of British law and the precepts of charity impose upon them, and 
gradually improving, by means of schools and other institutions, in 
knowledge and. civilization. 

" ( A population of 1 0,000 free men,' observes Dr. Hogan, the chief 
judge of the colony, in a letter dated in October, 1816, ' collected 
upon one spot so favourably situated, and guided and governed with 
a view to such noble and ennobling objects, forms too grand a stride 
in the moral march of human affairs, not to fix the attention of an 
enlightened observer. I take this colony then as it is, and," looking 
steadily to the great objects which it was from its first settlement 
intended to promote, am well content.' — Fie afterwards adds, that 
with so much to deplore as there necessarily must be, in a popula- 
tion such as has been described, he distinctly perceives, ' all the 
principal elements of social order and effectual civilization in ex- 
istence and vigour, requiring only the care of a skilful hand to 
mould them into form, and to collect from them the early fruits of a 
successful and rapid cultivation.' 

II. From the Sierra Leone Gazette, dated September 1, 1821. 

" It is gratifying to know that, within the last fortnight, a great 
many Foulahs, and other natives from distant parts, have arrived at 
Port Logo for the purposes of bartering ivory,«gold, and cattle, for 
articles of European manufacture. It is not generally known that 
. Mr. X. Macaulay, whose spirit and zeal for the extension of com- 
merce with the natives of Africa, are rendered conspicuous on every 
occasion where a prospect to that end appears, established a respect- 
able trading factory at Port Logo, as soon as the success of the, late 
mission to Almamy Abdulkadar was publicly known. 

" To this factory the natives of Foulah now daily resort ; and it is 
certainly most pleasing to all real friends to Africa, and to those of 
this colony more especially, to find that, by the friendly intercourse 
which ensued from the late mission, so many of the inhabitants of 
near and remote countries are endeavouring to participate in the ad- 
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vantages of that legitimate commerce which led to the original foun- 
dation of this colony. They are well acquainted with the views and 
leading objects of the local government ; and are likewise well aware 
of the rooted hatred with which that inhuman traffic is viewed by 
every inhabitant of this colony. It is therefore a great point gained 
in our friendly and commercial intercourse with these warlike na- 
tions, who have ever shown the greatest attachment to the Slave- 
trade, that they now so freely resort to this colony, and are encou- 
raged to do so, as much by the influence of Almamy of Teembo and 
other chiefs, as by the love of gain— the spring of all commercial 
exertion." 



III. Extract from Sir George Colliers Report on the Coast of 
Africa, dated Z7th of December, 1821, 

" Upon the whole, Sierra Leone may be said to be improving ; 
and if the encouragement hitherto shown shall be continued to the 
British merchant, no reason appears to me why this colony shall not, 
in the course of time, amply repay the anxiety and care, and the 
expence so liberally bestowed by the mother country. 

" Every year some new prospect of improvement opens, to the 
merchant. An intercourse with the interior of Africa now fairly 
promises ultimate success, and which must be productive of benefit 
to Great Britain ; and it may be even expected, that some years 
hence, caravans shall resort to the neighbourhood of Porto Logo, 
(on a branch of the Sierra Leone,) to convey articles of British 
manufacture into the very interior of the continent of Africa." 



IV. The late Chief Justice of the colony, in a letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Church Missionary Society, says: 

" At the Colonial Sessions holden in Dec. 1821, I enquired of 
Mr. Johnson whether any of the inhabitants of Regent's Town were 
qualified to serve on juries ; and I intimated, that, if there were any 
so qualified, it would be proper to call upon them to perform that 
duty, in conjunction with the inhabitants of Freetown. Mr. Johnson 
named two or three of his people as being fully qualified ; and one 
of them, named Josiah Yamsey, took his turn as a juror on several 
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trials. A similar intimation was given to Mr. During and Mr 
Nylander ; and, subsequently, persons from Gloucester and Kissey, 
recommended by those gentlemen severally, have served with perfect 
satisfaction to their fellow-jurors. 

" The result of the first experiments having proved satisfactory, 
the practice of calling the qualified inhabitants of the villages will be 
continued, until they shall be trained and accustomed to take their 
share of the duty, in regular proportion with the persons on the jury- 
list of Freetown." 

V. Extracts from the Sierra Leone Gazette, 1823. 

1. " Kissey, during the last year, has been much improved: new 
streets have been formed — new gardens established — and hundreds 
of new faces enliven the scene. The church, which has undergone 
considerable improvement, was filled with a devout and orderly 
congregation. His Excellency appeared highly gratified with the 
numerous improvements in the vicinity. Many of our readers may 
recollect the dangerous ravine which formed an almost insuperable 
bar to the communication with the district of Wellington. By the 
unwearied exertions of the Rev. G. R. Nylander, an excellent car- 
riage road has been formed, and a substantial stone arch has been 
thrown across the chasm. The road thence runs through a delight- 
ful country, the soil of which being purely alluvial, affords an ample 
field for agricultural improvements." 

2. " In our journey to Leopold, we were highly gratified at behold- 
ing the improved state of the lands : the fine crops of cassada far 
exceed the consumption of the inhabitants ; and we trust we shall 
soon see an equal profusion of coffee, rice, cotton, and other valuable 
articles of commerce. The inhabitants, we hope, will now turn their 
attention to the manufacture of tapioca, starch, and farina. His 
excellency was pleased to express his approbation at the great quan- 
tities of soap lately manufactured at Leopold." 

VI. The circumstances detailed in the- following extracts of let- 
ters, the two first received in the course of last year, and the others 
written in the spring of the present year, 1824, arehighlyinteresting : 

1, " Most of those with whom I live, I have seen brought from the 
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holds of slave-ships : I have seen them rise, from the chains of the 
slave-dealer, to become industrious men and women, faithful sub- 
jects, pious Christians, affectionate husbands and wives, tender 
fathers and mothers, and peaceable neighbours." 

2. "The whole body of the people form one industrious community. 
More ground was cleared in the year ending at Lady-day of last year, 
than in any preceding year. At that time, 400 acres of land, form- 
ing, five years before, one entire forest, were brought into cultiva- 
tion ; and about 600 persons were supported by the produce, which 
is sold in the markets of Regent and Freetown." 
- 3. "I was prevented visiting three villages on the mountains in con- 
sequence of going up the river with a merchant of the name of Mac 
Cormack, who very kindly offered to take me with him to Tombo, 
an island about twenty-five miles up the river, for which he pays the 
natives, who are of a nation called Timamis, an annual rent, and on 
which he has erected a very good dwelling-house, &c. after the 
African fashion. I very much enjoyed our sail up the river, and 
could not but admire the beautiful appearance of its banks, covered 
with timber to the water's edge, some of it growing to a great size. 
On our way we passed several islands : the river in many places 
being five or six miles wide. Amongst others Bance island, a place, 
before the abolition, noted for the number of slaves annually shipped 
there for the West India islands. The remains of a fort, and other 
extensive buildings in which they kept the slaves, are still to be seen. 
The merchant told me, that since he began the timber trade, 
which I think he mentioned is within the last seven years, the natives 
up this river are very much changed for the better, and have quite 
given up the idea of selling one another for" slaves. He thinks there 
may be some thousands of the natives employed in the cutting 
and floating of timber to the different shipping stations of this river. 
What a pleasant contrast to the time when slavery existed here, with 
all its attendant sufferings. 

4. " Luxuriant vegetation abounds here, and in beautiful variety. 
It would well repay the hand of cultivation ; but Africa is an unex- 
plored country: it will not, I trust, always be so. It seems very 
evident, from what we hear, that civilization is prevented, or has 
been prevented, dftmg the coast, by the prevalence of the horrid 
traffic in men. I am grieved to learn that the Slave-trade is still 
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abounding in the Rio Pongas, and that South of Sierra Leone it is car- 
ried on in^a most sanguinary manner. The Portuguese vessels are 
miserably poor and incommodious, and extremely ill provided. 
They are often so badly built, as only to be calculated for a voyage 
of three weeks to sail before the wind; and when recaptured have 
been known to be out three months, including the time of sailing up 
here. 

" If my heart might speak from what my eyes have seen, I would 
say I am fully convinced that it is not any inferiority in the African 
mmd, or natural capacity, that has kept them in so depressed a state 
m the scale of society, but the lack of those advantages which are, in 
the usual order of Providence, made use of as instruments for the 
advancement and improvement of human beings. Those disadvan- 
tages which they in common with other uncivilized nations have 
suffered, have with them been cruelly increased by that oppression 
which, wherever exercised, has a natural tendency to fetter, to de- 
press, and to blunt the powers of the mind ; and it is very unfair, 
and a great aggravation of the cruelty, to reflect on the victims of it, 
as lacking ability for any other station than that which they have 
been suffered to fill. Their intelligent countenances, and the ability 
they show when rightly instructed, evince certainly no lack in the 
natural powers of the mind. 

" At Wellington we_ saw much to interest us in a family 
which we visited. The master is a West Indian; his wife, 
the daughter of an African, but well educated in America: 
they are both intelligent and agreeable. He is placed by the go- 
vernor as superintendant of a village: they have also a number of 
children under their care. They have a fine garden in good cultiva- 
tion, though only planted one season. He is likely, I think, to set 
a valuable example in this department. His amiable wife is skilful 
in domestic arrangements ; and in the management of her school of 
fifty-two girls. Her servants are of course Africans, as are all that 
have been in this colony : it was evident they had been well instructed. , 
The wives of the missionaries find no insurmountable difficulty in 
teaching the African girls to be clever cooks, house-maids, and 
laundresses. I had the gratification last week to see one of the poor 
girls who was rescued from the iron-hearted slav^dealer, who had 
confined his two remaining victims in a cask on board. One of the 
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girls is now married : the other is chief monitor in the school at 
Leopold, which consists of from eighty to ninety boys and girls, and 
is conducted with much attention by the wife of the superintendant 
of that village. Her husband is occupied in the care of the labour- 
ers, and general concerns of the place. In the school at Leopold 
was a little boy who, in the course of six months, had learned to 
read in the Testament ; and in the neighbouring town of Charlottee 
was a very little girl, apparently not more than four or five years of 
age, who read to me very agreeably the account of " the sick of the 
palsy" restored, and had only had about fifteen months' instruction. 
The children really appear very lively and zealous in their applica- 
tion. There is one thing particularly pleasant in the schools ; the 
children generally look clean, healthy, and cheerful, and there is an 
air of friendly confidence in the people, when we meet with them in 
the villages and in their own cottages, which it is pleasant to see. 
Some have built themselves firm stone houses, with piazzas to them, 
and gardens behind. They have their houses neatly furnished, tent- 
beds and sofas, and all kept in nice order ; these are some of the 
superior mechanics. I wish the sceptics as to African capacity could 
have seen a Foulah man of striking and intelligent countenance, who 
was'here a few days ago, and. have heard his melodious reading of 
Arabic manuscripts." 

We would now turn the attention of the reader to the information 
contained in the following accounts of the moral and religious cha- 
racter of the colonists at Sierra Leone. 

Extract from the Report of the American Colonization Society. ' 
" Sierra Leone, Thursday, March 26, 1818. 

" We visited the schools in Freetown. In the male school were 
about two hundred neat, active, intelligent boys, divided into eight 
classes, under the superintendance of Mr. Horton, whose perse- 
verance and fidelity are entitled to high commendation. We saw the 
writing of the boys, and heard them read and spell. In the female 
school were about a hundred neatly dressed little girls, many of " 
whom could read and sew. These schools would do no dishonour 
to an English or an American village. I believe schools of white 
children seldom give fairer proofs of good improvement." 
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Extract oj a Letter from Edward Fitzgerald, Esq. Chief Justice of 
the Colony of Sierra Leone, dated 3d May, 1821. 

"In a general view, what has been noticed will probably 
be thought sufficient to create a favourable impression of the 
state of religious feeling and demeanour in the settlement of 
Freetown. The Lord's day is more decorously kept than it is in 
most other places :— the shops are all shut, there is no such thing 
as buying and selling. The Christian part of the people -attend 
worship at the places which they have respectively chosen ; aiid all 
the congregations are alike remarkable for uniform and respectful 
attention. Throughout the streets corresponding propriety is 
noticed : intoxication, in the gross and disgusting form in which it 
is so commonly seen on the Lord's day in England, is of very rare 
occurrence here, with the painful exception of European seamen, 
whose conduct and language in their frequent inebriations, on that 
day especially, are of most depraving example. It is not to be un- 
derstood that the day passes in perfect sobriety : among the inhabit- 
ants in general, it is the decency and not the abstinence that makes 
the distinction. Excesses are committed, and are generally brought 
under the animadversion of the magistrates on the Monday, in con- 
sequence of the quarrels occasioned by them ; but these quarrels 
are almost universally of a trifling nature. There is not any thing 
in the circumstances collectively to detract from the credit that has 
been taken/' 

The following extracts were written by two laborious agents of 
the Church Missionary Society. 

Extract from the Journal of W. Johnson, Superiniendant of Regent's 
Town, Sierra Leone. 

"May 21, 1821. 
" Last Tuesday evening I received a note from Joseph Reffel, 
Esq. chief superintendant of captured Negroes, in which I was in- 
formed that a slave-vessel had been brought in with 230 unfortu- 
, nate fellow-creatures, and that he and the acting governor had 
agreed to send them all to Regent's Town ; and begged me there- 
fore to go down to Freetown the following morning, with some con- 
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fklential people, and receive them. Our people soon heard the 
news ; and great joy was expressed every where, having an idea 
that perhaps some of their unfortunate relatives were amongst 
them. 

" On Wednesday morning I went with some people to receive 
them. Those who remained at home prepared food for their poor 
unfortunate countrymen. However, we were all disappointed, as 
the Court of Mixed Commission had not condemned the vessel. — 
Mr. Reffell (who deserves to be noticed for his humanity) had dis- 
embarked the Negroes, and no doubt saved many lives. The vessel 
was a small schooner ; and many of the poor creatures were ill and 
reduced to skeletons. As the Court only sat on a Wednesday, I 
sent the people home again, and staid in Freetown myself to wait 
the result. 

" On Thursday morning I was informed that the slaves and vessel 
were condemned by the Court. The description was then taken ; 
after which 2 1 7 were delivered to me: the rest, being sick, were 
carried to Leicester Mountain to the hospital. 

" I cannot describe the scene which occurred when we arrived at 
Regent's Town. I have seen many Negroes landed, but never be- 
held such an affecting sight. As soon as we came in sight, all the 
people came out of their houses towards the road to meet us, with 
the greatest acclamations. When they beheld the new people weak 
and faint, they carried and led them up towards my house. After 
they had laid themselves on the ground, being quite exhausted, 
many of our people recognized their friends and relatives ; and 
there was a general cry of ' O, master ! my sister ! my brother, 
my countryman ! he lived in the same town ! my countrywoman !' 
&c. The poor creatures being faint, just taken out of the hold of a 
slave-vessel, and unconscious of what had befallen them, did not 
know whether they should laugh or cry when they beheld the coun- 
tenances of those whom they had supposed long dead, but now saw 
clothed and clean, and perhaps with healthy children in their arms. 
In short, I cannot describe the scene : it was too affecting. No one 
could refrain from shedding tears, and lifting up the heart in 
prayer and praise to the wonder-working God, whose ways are in 
the deep. 
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" The scliool-boys and girls brought the victuals which they had 
prepared ; and all the people, following their example, ran to their 
houses and brought what they had got ready; and, in a short time, 
their unfortunate countrymen were overpowered with messes of 
every description, and they.made a good dinner, such as they had 
not been accustomed to for a long time.. Pine-apples, ground-nuts, 
and oranges, were also brought in great abundance." 

Extract of a Letter from H. During, Superintendant of Gloucester 
Town, dated 6th June, 1821. 

"In the month of May, a considerable number of unfortunate 
victims to the cruel traffic in human blood were happily captured by 
the British cruisers on the coast, and brought into the harbour of 
Freetown. I received orders to come to town to feceive them ; but, 
at the time had little idea of the state they were in, having no par- 
ticular notice. It was past four o'clock when I received them ; and 
when I had got them all out of town, I viewed them, and soon found 
that I had not brought men enough with me to help them up the 
hill, which caused a great anxiety to me. But what could I do ? I 
must take them home. Fortunately for me and these poor people, 
a man, while they were passing through the Court of the Mixed Com- 
mission, had run up to fetch more people to carry the sick home. 
Ignorant of what the man had done, I went on slowly with them, 
almost despairing of getting them up. But I had not gone far from 
the foot of the hill, when I was met by great numbers, who, as they 
came up, took those on their backs who were unable to walk ; and 
when I was halfway up, I saw almost the whole carried by those 
met with in the road. This struck me very much : particularly 
when I compared this affecting scene with former ones. Mr. 
Bickersteth can sufficiently judge, for he was a witness of the 
wretched state the captured Negroes are in when they arrive here ; 
but then no such thing as the above conduct was known. The 
Negroes then in the colony, would sometimes step out to see if any 
of their respective country people were among them ; if not, they 
~would take little or no notice of the unfortunate sufferers ; but now 
they sympathise with their poor fellow-creatures in the most striking 
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manner. When I came home, I ordered victuals to be prepared for 
the new people ; but while they were preparing, food came in from 
every quarter ; and the women and part of the school-girls, who 
cooked it, asked not for their country people alone, but those that 
were nearest to them were refreshed. The day being quite gone, 
and being Saturday, I quartered the men and boys in the church for 
the night ; and on the following Monday, I distributed them among 
the old people in their houses, where they would be best taken care 
of. The only difficulty I had was to get all their names, in order 
to know where they might be found again; nor could I get through 
it until the old people had got as many in their houses as could be 
made comfortable. Among the rest, a woman, a member of the 
church, had taken a woman under her care. When I took her 
name, she was asked by Mrs. During what she wanted to do with 
the woman : she said, " Ma'am, it is now almost two years since I 
came to this country. My country-woman then took me and did 
me good, and told me of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and that same thing 
she did to me at that time, I want to do to this woman now.' 



Extract of a Letter from H. During, Superintendant of Gloucester 
Town, Sierra Leone, dated 2,8th December, 1821. 

" The reception which his Excellency Sir C. Mac Carthy met with 
among the people under our care, has indeed been feebly stated in 
the Gazette, as the editor also honestly owns. 

" The captain in whose vessel the Governor had come, was struck 
with astonishment. He (the captain) had seen much of the negroes, 
having been in Jamaica, and asked what time the settlement had 
been formed ? When told in the beginning of 1817, he smiled, and 
said to the Governor, Sir Charles Mac Carthy, "If I knew not your 
Excellency to be a man of honour, I should think myself greatly im- 
posed on; and I must candidly confess I can hardly believe it now !' 
His Excellency then pointed out to him the way he first came to 
this place, and the old trees lying about the town, cut down three or 
four years ago, as evidences of the truth ; but, said the captain, 
' What sort of people were they with which it was commenced?' I 
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pointed out to him some who were sent here in the beginning of No- 
vember, that, looking at their emaciated state of body, he might 
form some idea of those with whom I began, and who were then 
only sixty-two in number, twenty of whom died ere scarcely a month 
had elapsed ! He then inquired what method we had pursued to 
bring them to such a stpte in so short a time? ' No other,' said his 
Excellency, ' than the truths of Christianity, which these gentlemen 
were sent by the Church Missionary Society to propagate : by this 
alone they have ruled them, and have raised them to a common level 
with other civilized nations; and believe me, added his Excellency, 
if you admit Christian teachers into your island, you soon will find 
them become affectionate and faithful servants to you ! You will 
be more surprised when I tell you the number of captured negroes 
now in this colony amounts to 10,000, who are solely under the su- 
perintendancy^ of those gentlemen, whose number is so small that 
there is not one for a thousand.' ' This certainly,' replied the cap- 
tain, ' surpasses every thing hitherto heard of.' 



The statements which we have now before us require but little, if 
any, comment. It would b& a reflection on the good sense of the 
reader, to attempt to convince him of the advantages of a system of 
kindness and instruction, over that of oppression and tyranny. Two 
important points, however, appear to be proved ; one, that the na- 
tives of Africa are not that inferior race of beings which they have 
been said to be; the other, that it is not , necessary to transport 
them across the Atlantic to make them acquainted with the truths 
of the Christian religion, the value of its precepts, and the nature of 
its Spirit. Not that we can admit that under any circumstances what- 
ever, Europeans are warranted in forcibly tearing from their native 
soil, the inhabitants of any country, however deeply immersed in su- 
perstition, even in order to instruct them in the truths of Christianity. 
Such a course of conduct is directly opposed to the precepts and 
example of the Lord Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour. 

We should at the same time not forget that Britain has contracted 
a heavy debt to Africa. In return for numberless acts v of rapine 
and cruelty, she is surely bound to do all that is in her power to in- 
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crease the happiness and improve the condition of its suffering in- 
habitants. This good work is begun ; may it go on and prosper, 
until agriculture and commerce have established a peaceful and ex- 
tensive sway, until the spirit and precepts of the gospel preside in 
every heart, and until that happy day may come, when a traffic in 
human blood shall be known only by a remembrance of the misery 
and sorrow which were its inseparable attendants, and shall be 
succeeded by the general happiness and prosperity of a free and 
Christian population. 

Put, alas ! much remains to be done before the arrival of such a pe- 
riod ; and it may be well for us again to allot a few moments to the 
contemplation of the horrors of the Slave-trade. Let us contrast 
the midnight burning of towns, and seizure of their defenceless in- 
habitants, with the security, peace, and comfort of the villages of 
Sierra Leone. Let us compare the tranquil labourer in the field, in 
the enjoyment of liberty, with the poor Negro subjected to the 
tyranny and whip of the slave-driver. Let us calL to mind the 
screams and terror of innocent children, flying at the sight of those 
who are seeking them for cruel bondage; and then turn our 
thoughts to the hundreds of liberated African boys and girls, who 
are training to habits of industry, and instructed in their moral and 
religious duties. In addition to these reflections, we ought by no 
means to forget the bloody and ferocious wars between neighbour- 
ing princes and chieftains, to procure a supply of human victims. 
Indeed it appears that, to furnish the coast of Guinea, where this 
traffic has of later years been carried on to the greatest extent, the 
governor of a large territory in the interior of the country has at- 
tacked some of the European settlements along the shores, in order 
that they might present no obstacle to this murderous traffic. His 
subjects have become well acquainted with fire-arms, from having 
formerly been the great providers for the slave-market*. And who 
has taught them? The inhabitants of countries in which the truths 
of the Gospel of Christ have been known and professed for centu- 
ries—of Him whose precepts teach us the pure principles of justice 
and mercy — of Him whose coming was announced by the angelic 

" See Sir George Collier's Report, ordered to be printed by the British 
House of Commons, in 1820. 
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host, in these ever-memorable words : " Glory to God in the highest 5 
on earth, peace; and good-will towards men." 

But further: the cases that have been now adduced exhibit but a 
very, very, small proportion of what within the last few years 
has been inflicted on the unprotected sufferers. It must be obvi- 
ous that various causes are likely to prevent the full knowledge 
of the crimes which are perpetrated. The vigilance of the slave- 
trader will prompt him to use every artifice to escape the notice of 
the humane : and this vigilance will be increased by his knowing that 
he is pursuing this guilty traffic in violation of the laws of his coun- 
try. The facilities which the ocean presents to elude the strictest 
watch are numerous, and in some cases almost certain : — circum- 
stances which powerfully combine to prevent a multitude" of cases 
coming to the knowledge of the friends of the abolition of the trade. 

In a report to the Congress of the United States of North Ame- 
rica, dated February 9, 1821, it is said: "The extension of the 
trade for the last twenty-five or thirty years, must, in degree, be 
conjectural ; but the best information that can be obtained on the 
subject, furnishes good foundation to believe, that during that period 
the number of slaves withdrawn from western 'Africa alone, amounts 
to upwards of one million and a half. The annual average would 
be a mean somewhere between 50 and 80,000." 

Captain Leeke, commander of the sloop Myrmidon, in a letter 
dated "Sierra Leone, November 7, 1821," addressed to Com- 
modore Sir Robert Mends, says : " From the river Calabar 
there had sailed, within the last eighteen months, 177 vessels with 
full cargoes: more than the half of them were under the French 
flao-, the others, Spaniards and Portuguese. These accounts have 
been given me, not only from the kings and chiefs of the rivers, but 
from those who were actual eye-witnesses of the shipments and sail- 
ing of the unfortunate negroes. Thus you will perceive that this 
horrid traffic has been carried on to an extent that almost staggers 
belief. The vessels [126] reported in my last to have left the river 
Bonny, between the months of July and November, 1820, with 86 
that have already sailed this year, added to these, with 35 from the 
Bimbia and Cameroons, will make their number 424, many of them 
carrying from 500 to 1000 slaves; and by allowing only the very 
moderate average of 250 to each vessel, will make 106,000 slaves 
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exported from four of the northernmost rivers in the Bight of Biafra, 
in the short space of eighteen months, and by far the largest half in 
vessels bearing the French flag.' 

Who'" can form even a faint idea of the accumulated wretch- 
edness that must have been the lot of those unhappy beings 
who were in this unrighteous manner subjected to ignominy, 
distress, and many of them to death ? In addition to this, we 
have seen, that deceit, lying, perjury, and robbery, mark the con- 
duct of those engaged in the trade; that it deadens all the kind 
and benevolent dispositions of man, and renders him hard-hearted, 
brutal, and savage. When are these scenes of cruelty to terminate? 
How long is man to traffic in human blood, and thus to disgrace his 
species? - 4 - 

If this pamphlet should meet the eyes of any who either directly or 
indirectly, whether as proprietors or share-holders of slave-vessels, are 
reaping any gain from the trade, we entreat them seriously to reflect 
on their situation. What enjoyment can a man of humane feelings, 
(and who would degrade himself by saying that he does not partake 
of this amiable part of the human character,) what enjoyment can 
any man have of his riches, let the profits have been ever so great, 
when he knows that they were acquired by such means as these ? 
Surely the coarsest fare and the meanest hut are infinitely pre- 
ferable to the richest dainties and most splendid mansions, obtained 
at the expense of so much bloodshed and misery. What can these 
afford but a few momentary, sensual gratifications — gratifications, 
when thus procured, utterly unworthy of a being possessed of a 
rational mind, and an immortal soul ; and not to be compared to 
that true happiness which is the reward of those who forego the 
acquirement of riches for the sake of humanity and justice; — grati- 
fications, which, if pursued after we are convinced of their unlawful- 
ness, may bring with them a dreadful weight of woe at the awful 
day of righteous retribution. 

Let us then not be insensible to the miseries which are here 
depicted. And oh! that no feelings of commiseration that are 
excited may be lost. Let not any one suppose that he can che- 
rish such feelings to no good purpose. It is, under the divine bless- 
ing, by individual exertion, that moral evil is checked; and if all 
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will but yield to the benevolent feelings of their own hearts — if all 
will but with prudence and firmness, as men and as Christians, ad- 
vocate the cause of the oppressed, we need not despair of this stain 
upon our common character, as members of civilized society and 
as Christians, being utterly effaced. 



Agj (J_^ 



THE END. 



Harvey, Darton, and Co. Printers, Graccchurch-Street, London. 
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